
October 21, 2019 

The Honorable Dr. Asad Majeed Khan 

Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan to the United States 

3517 International Court NW,  

Washington, DC 20008 

 

We identify ourselves as a group of religiously and ethnically diverse individuals and organizations that 

share a common goal to ensure the procurement and advancement of religious freedom on a global scale. 

We wholeheartedly agree with and promote the principle of freedom of religion or belief, and we 

simultaneously recognize the benefits and achievements of religious protection, while identifying and 

attempting to resolve the shortcomings of such protection and the existence of violations of religious 

freedom worldwide. 

 

In accordance with the 1992 Declaration on the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearances, 

we collectively condemn the practice of covert abduction and imprisonment of individuals by government 

officials or those who operate under the authority of the state, and the maintenance of secrecy regarding the 

legal status, whereabouts, and deprivation of liberty of the disappeared victim. Additionally, in accordance 

with Article 9 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and Article 9 of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, we stress the illegality of prolonged detainment without due process of 

individuals.  

 

We would like to draw attention to the situation of the protracted imprisonment of 42 Youhanabad 

Christians, which dates back to March 15, 2015. On this day, the bombing of two Catholic churches by 

suicide bombers in Youhanabad, Lahore, Pakistan, left 17 Christian worshippers dead and approximately 

80 harmed. During a resulting protest conducted by Youhanabad Christians, the crowd collectively 

determined that two suspects were responsible for the bombings. While there are many interpretations of 

the event circulating the news, one of which stating that Christian protestors killed these two suspects- 

Hafiz Muhammad Naeem and Barber Numan, confirmed witnesses revealed that the suspects were actually 

killed by a Muslim radical who participated in the protest.  

 

The situation that followed is one that inherently violates the above-mentioned international treaties and 

covenants. After news outlets circulated the false narrative that Christians were to blame for the deaths of 

the two terrorists, the Punjab Chief Minister filed three First Information Reports (on lynching, vandalism, 

and destruction of state-owned property, respectively) which permitted police officials in Lahore to trespass 

into the homes of and abduct 42 Christian men, followed by transferring them to prisons where they have 

remained since 2015. 40 of these men are awaiting trial, and all of them face improper health care and 

discrimination in prison. Two of these prisoners have died while serving their sentences, one of which did 

not receive any treatment for the deadly disease tuberculosis.  

 

It is with the above information in mind that we urge the government of Pakistan to release unequivocally 

all 40 of these Christian prisoners from their unfair detention or otherwise promptly provide them with a 

fair trial and due process. We also urge the government of Pakistan to condemn the arrests of individuals 

with no proven association to the crime and cease making generalizations and assumptions of guilt about 

entire populations.  

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 



ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Boat People SOS 

 

Center for Pluralism 

 

Center for Studies on New Religions (CENSUR) 

 

Church of Scientology National Affairs Office  

 

Christian Freedom International  

 

Committee for Religious Freedom in Vietnam 

 

Coptic Solidarity  

 

Diocese of the East Coast  

Independent Old Catholic Church  

 

International Center for Rights and Justice 

 

Jubilee Campaign 

 

Office of Ecumenical, Interfaith, and Global Engagement 

Save the Persecuted Christians  

 

St. Charles Institute  

 

Religious Freedom Coalition 

 

Union of Councils for Jews in the Former Soviet Union 

 

 

INDIVIDUALS 

 

Mike Ghouse 

President, Center for Pluralism 

 

 

Scott Morgan 

President  

Red Eagle Enterprises 

 

Dr. Fabong Jemchang Yildam 

Chairman, 

Forum of State Chairmen, 

National Youth Council of Nigeria 

 

 


