
Jubilee Campaign Engages in Human
Rights Council 48th Session

Each year, Jubilee Campaign participates in the United Nations Human Rights Council by
submitting oral and written statements on relevant humanitarian and religious freedom
concerns in countries around the world. Fort the Council's 48th Session, we sent in five
written submissions on the following topics:

The Use of Blasphemy and Anti-Conversion Laws to Arbitrarily Detain Religious
Minorities in Nepal, Algeria, and Pakistan
Religious Minorities and Houses of Worship in Libya
Enforced Disappearance of Gao Zhisheng and Other Notable Human Rights
Activists in China
The Wave of Kidnappings and Slavery in Nigeria
The Situation of Christian Minorities in Myanmar's Kayin, Kayah, Chin, Kachin,
Shan, Wa States

*** If you would like to read the submissions in full, click on the
document images below ***

Blasphemy and Anti-Conversion Laws

In March 2020, Nepalese authorities arrested Pastor
Keshav Acharya from his home without a warrant on
accusations of spreading false propaganda about COVID-19;
he had been filmed praying for an end to the coronavirus.
The court charged Pastor Keshav with "outraging religious
feelings" and "attempting to convert" others to Christianity,
and he was detained for 99 days before he was granted bail
and released; however, the charges against him have yet to
be dropped. In Algeria in January 2021, authorities arrested
Hamid Soudad for sharing a Facebook post two years
earlier in 2018 depicting a cartoon of Muhammad. Soudad was interrogated and charged
with "insulting the Prophet of Islam" and sentenced to five years in prison. In March 2019,
Pakistani Christian convert Stephen Masih was in an argument with his family and
neighbors when he used some verbally abusive language. Masih's neighbors falsely
accused him of making blasphemous remarks, and he was officially arrested and charged
by police. Masih, however, is mentally disabled and has been deemed unfit to stand trial.

As of 2020, there were a total of 84 countries with blasphemy laws and over 20 nations
with apostasy or anti-conversion laws, some of which stipulate the death penalty. Former
UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief, Heiner Bielefeldt, has stated that
"States should repeal any criminal law provisions that penalize apostasy, blasphemy and
proselytism, as they may prevent persons belonging to religious or belief minorities from
fully enjoying their freedom of religion or belief."

https://files.constantcontact.com/c5fd56509e/c6c6fdfe-dc24-4054-a177-b8a3a2c5b177.pdf
https://www.persecution.org/2020/05/21/authorities-nepal-continue-imprison-pastor-prayed-covid-19/
https://www.persecution.org/2020/05/21/authorities-nepal-continue-imprison-pastor-prayed-covid-19/
https://iirf.eu/news/other-news/christian-sentenced-to-5-years/
https://www.persecution.org/2019/03/13/mentally-disabled-christian-accused-blasphemy-pakistan/
https://www.persecution.org/2019/03/13/mentally-disabled-christian-accused-blasphemy-pakistan/
https://www.persecution.org/2019/03/13/mentally-disabled-christian-accused-blasphemy-pakistan/
https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/2020 Blasphemy Enforcement Report _final_0.pdf
https://tile.loc.gov/storage-services/service/ll/llglrd/2014434112/2014434112.pdf
https://end-blasphemy-laws.org/about/the-international-human-rights-consensus-against-blasphemy-laws/
https://files.constantcontact.com/c5fd56509e/99800490-9fb9-461a-aca8-7a5a708a2bbb.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/c5fd56509e/6060ff8a-6430-4117-8b2b-06c1649aeb92.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mNzXUaxD6yw
https://files.constantcontact.com/c5fd56509e/2f7ec7ba-c918-4ab6-bcc5-d792d4309b21.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/c5fd56509e/155b9f96-2bb2-47e1-bb1d-72bb7f23827b.pdf


Religious Minorities and Houses of
Worship in Libya

In 2018, the Moroccan Association for Freedom of Religion
or Belief’s St. Augustine Studies Center, at the request of a
former Libyan who was imprisoned for his conversion to
Christianity and forced to embrace Islam, contacted religious
minorities in Libya to learn of their situation. The
respondents, Christian, Atheists, and Shi’ites, all reported
experiencing extreme fear and insecurity, and a few had
been detained without trial for over a year in the capital
Tripoli. These former detainees listed several severe human

rights violations – conscripted labor, physical beatings, the breaking of fingers, forced
nudity, and intimidation and humiliation, flogging, rape, overcrowded cells, and solitary
confinement – unless they reverted to Islam. The authorities subjected the detainees to an
enforced “Islamic Rehabilitation” program in which the detainees were ordered to
participate in Islamic studies, prayer, and memorization of the Qur’an, which could last up
to two years.

In July 2021, it was reported that the Union Church of Libya, established in 1962 and
having operated continuously for 51 years in a building in Tripoli, is facing what it predicts
to be imminent eviction. The former Gaddafi regime had expropriated the land the church
was on “due to its proximity to the seat of the government”. Recently, a government
committee returned the land to its original owners from which the Church has rented its
building from and who are now threatening the Church with ”speedy eviction”.

Enforced Disappearance of Gao
Zhisheng and Other Notable Activists in
China

Gao Zhisheng is one of the most widely-known and
respected human rights lawyers in China, notably for his
work defending religious minorities and victims of state
persecution such as Falun Gong practitioners; he also
worked to defend political activists and critics of the
Chinese government. Gao spoke out on issues that many
people dare not to for fear of retribution and penalization
by state authorities. In his work defending those unjustly
detained, he himself has been unjustly detained and forcibly disappeared. In September
2020 Grace Gao, the eldest daughter of Gao Zhisheng, submitted an oral statement to the
United Nations Human Rights Council in which she raised her father’s case: “Because of
his work he was detained by the Chinese government several times and severely tortured.
He last disappeared on August 2017. […] The Chinese authorities have not provided any
conclusive information on my dad, nor his status or location.” On 13 August 2021, Gao
Zhisheng’s wife Geng He released a statement regarding her husband’s status and the lack
of information on his case. She lamented that “during the past four years that Gao
Zhisheng has been abducted, I have never heard his voice. No person nor any unit has
verified that he is still alive.”

https://www.meconcern.org/2021/07/05/libya-church-in-tripoli-facing-eviction/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/08/bravest-lawyer-china-gao-zhisheng/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mNzXUaxD6yw
https://www.chinaaid.org/2021/08/today-fourth-anniversary-of-geng-hes.html


Nigeria: The Wave of Kidnapping
and Slavery

In Nigeria, Islamist militant group Boko Haram and
Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP) have been
wreaking havoc on student communities for years. In 2014,
militants kidnapped 276 girls from the Chibok
Government Secondary School for Girls, and those that
have been released in the years since have told of the
slavery and servitude they were forced to endure
throughout their captivity: Domestic servitude – in the

form of cooking, fetching water, and washing clothes for the militants, forced marriage to
Boko Haram fighters, and even forced sexual slavery and impregnation. Boko Haram has
also amassed a reputation of kidnapping school-aged boys and forcing them to join the
ranks. In July 2020, the UN Secretary General published the report Children and armed
conflict in Nigeria, highlighting that Boko Haram and ISWAP have recruited and used an
approximate total of 969 boys which were abducted primarily between 2017 and 2019.

In recent years, while we have seen a relative decrease in the number of kidnappings
attributed to Boko Haram and ISWAP, we have simultaneously observed a growing
number of incidents in which gunmen – usually suspected to be Fulani militants – have
stormed schools and seizing students in the middle of the night. While graphs show that in
2014 approximately 400 abductions were attributed specifically to Boko Haram, in 2020
the overwhelming majority (approximately 600) were attributed to “communal militias”
believed to be radical Fulani bandits. Though there is no evidence yet as to whether Fulani
militants have adopted Boko Haram’s use of sex slavery of kidnapped women and girls, it
is important to highlight that some recent statements by local leaders and broader
organizations have alleged this to be true. Jonathan Asake, president of the Southern
Kaduna People’s Union (SOKAPU) highlighted last year in May that Fulani militants have
attacked numerous communities, such as Galiwyi in Chikun local government area (LGA),
“chased away the men and turned their wives and daughters into sex slaves after
occupying the community.”

Myanmar - The Situation of Christian
Minorities in Kayin, Kayah, Chin, Kachin,
Shan, Wa States

On 1 February 2021, the military of Myanmar, the Tatmadaw,
seized power and officially ousted the duly and
democratically-elected government of the National League for
Democracy (NLD) party. In June 2021, the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet,
published a statement expressing concern over the mass
human rights violations taking place in Myanmar against
civilians, including ethnic and religious minorities. Numerous
reports have revealed that in Kayin State, where predominantly Christian Karen minorities
have thrived for years, the Tatmadaw has repeatedly targeted churches for attack and has
rendered Christians “an easy target for the Tatmadaw [Buddhist] nationalistic rhetoric” by
engaging in rape and sexual violence, public beheadings, mass shooting with machine
guns, and widespread arson of villages. On 23 May 2021, the military launched an
offensive against the Catholic Sacred Heart Church in Kayah State during which four
civilians were injured and another four killed. Kachin Christians in Kachin and Shan
States have also witnessed an uptick in violence and attacks by the Tatmadaw. In April
2021, it was reported that armed military troops had raided and searched multiple
churches in Mohnyin Township, Kachin State, based on false allegations that the churches
were engaging in “anti-regime protests”.

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-global-slavery-extremists/from-boko-haram-to-islamic-state-sex-slavery-and-trafficking-fund-extremism-report-idUSKBN1CE1I3
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2020/652&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC
https://www.ft.com/content/d8d9bf8f-0aa2-405f-b3f7-2a3e7e7b297c
https://thenationonlineng.net/bandits-have-turned-our-women-to-sex-slaves-cooks/
https://www.nytimes.com/article/myanmar-news-protests-coup.html
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27160&LangID=E
https://www.persecution.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/icc_myanmar_report_final.pdf
https://www.ucanews.com/news/four-die-in-military-attack-on-myanmar-church/92583
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-military-raids-kachin-churches.html
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For more information on Jubilee Campaign's projects, advocacy, and initiatives,
please visit our website by clicking the button below:

jubileecampaign.org

If you would like to donate to Jubilee Campaign, you may do so by clicking the
button below. We thank you in advance for your contribution.
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