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Sudan Abolishes their Apostasy Law

On 9 July 2020, the Prime Minister
Hamdok and the Minister of Justice
passed several acts including the
Miscellaneous Amendments
(Fundamental Rights and Freedoms) Act
2020 which effectively repeals the
apostasy law in Sudan. A law which has
existed in the country for 30 years, since
shari'a law was first applied in Sudan,
mandating the death penalty for anyone
who leaves Islam.

The apostasy law in Sudan was brought to
international scrutiny when the courts
sentenced Mariam Ibraheem to death for
apostasy, she was considered Muslim
because her father was Muslim even if she
grew up with her mother and was raised
Christian. If Mariam Ibraheem had
converted to Islam - said a few words - she
would have been released, but she knew
her right to belief, and she wanted her child
to grow up free. Because of her stand and
bravery, the nefarious reality of the
apostasy laws was made evident to the
world.
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Many of you will remember - and took part in - the international rescue campaign - calling
for Marian Ibraheem's release.

The repeal of the apostasy law
comes along with the banning of
FGM, greater freedoms for
women, the banning of takfir - the
accusation of apostasy - and
other reforms, which has been
welcomed with surprised joy and
some cautiousness by human
rights activists and Christians in
Sudan.

On the 11th July 2020 however,
the Sudanese Minister of Justice,
Nasr al-Din Abdel-Bari provided
more details about the Miscellaneous Amendments Act, and confirmed that it
abolishes apostasy.

The President Hamdok highlighted that these amendments are "an important
step" to achieve the slogan of the revolution, "freedom, peace and justice,"
but the process for justice is ongoing .

Not without a fight. To overhaul 30 years of oppression seemed an
impossibility in Sudan but the peaceful protests in 2019 proved the Sudanese
people are strong. Now comes the process of bringing the words of the
transitional government to action and the people have been keeping the
pressure on.

The repeal of the apostasy law is an historic breakthrough not only for Sudan
but the Islamic world where an additional 11 countries have the death penalty
for leaving Islam. The shari'a laws in Sudan have had a stifling effect on the
country, particularly on the freedoms of religion and speech. The legal
reforms lock in the freedoms enjoyed during the revolution:

-BBC Article

But just like former President Omar Al-Bashir who had grasped for power,
Islamists in Sudan are not happy about the reforms and have called for the
toppling of the new government, calling the government leaders "anti-Islam
secularists" for granting the Sudanese people the freedoms envisioned at the
start of the revolution.
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Just as the international community stood with Mariam Ibraheem until her
release, we need to stand with the Sudanese people and the significant
reforms being made to the penal code - to ensure they are not derailed. Keep
the pressure on.

Please pray:

Thank God for these incredible changes in Sudan.
Pray that they will be fully implemented and that those who are trying to derail
the process will fail.
Pray that diplomats and the international community will stand alongside the
Sudanese people and support the amendments and ongoing reforms for
freedom.
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